Christine & Michael

Lola, Yuki, and Maverick

We Love Animals

We Enjoy Boating

Hello, Nice to Meet You
We want to take this opportunity to thank you for taking the
time to learn who we are. We can't even begin to imagine what
you are going through and how hard this decision might be. If
chosen, we will always make sure to remind your child where
they came from and how you made the decision of adoption in
their best interest. Your child will always know how much you
love them. We assure you that we will love him or her
endlessly. We will allow him or her to grow and live their life
with our full support. We wish you strength in this time.

Who We Are
We live in Florida, surrounded by springs and lakes,
We enjoy nice days on or near the water enjoying the
serene nature that our city has to offer. The last time we
were out on a boat ride, we saw a large Manatee swim
right under us. The water was so clear, it felt like we
could reach out and touch the manatee. We watched
the manatee swim around for 3 hours. It was so
mesmerizing to us how there is another world down
there. After a long day on the water we went home and
read more about manatees and learned that they are
also called sea cows because they eat grass and are
very slow like cows. Your child will experience the nature
and wildlife that Florida has to offer.

We love going to theme parks. This past year when
we took a trip with the family to Universal Studios we
went on Pteranondon Flyers for the first time. All adults
need to be accompanied by a child, so we rode with
our nephews. We were able to see views of the Jurassic
Park Discovery Center which has all types of dinosaurs
on display that can only be seen from above. It is a
whole other experience viewing from the ride. They
boys were so excited to tell us all of the types of
dinosaurs we could see. We really enjoyed being able
to learn something from them.

On the weekends we like to explore local farmers
and flea markets. There are always creative things
to find. The last market we visited, we purchased a
candle that was made to look like a cappuccino.
Our house still smells like cappuccino when we walk
in and we haven't even lit the candle yet. After
looking at all of the interesting crafts, we were so
hot that we decided to stop for a fresh squeezed
Mango Juice. It was very refreshing.

About Christine
by Michael
Christine has a huge love for Animals. We were
driving by a local shelter not too long ago and Christine
wanted to go in to visit the animals needing a home.
When we got inside Christine told me she wanted to
take all of the dogs and cats home. She had tears in
her eyes and told me that the dogs and cats just want
to be loved. There was one specific dog that I can
remember named Tank. Tank was a big dog, but you
can see it in his eyes that he was the sweetest boy. If
Christine could have given them all homes, she would
have.

Christine enjoys crafts, such as painting in her spare time.
Recently, she went to a painting class where you would win a
prize if you got the most "likes" of your painting on Facebook.
Christine's painting of a beach scene with beautiful blue skies
and seagulls flying above won! She brought home an additional
painting as a prize. This was very exciting to Christine as she
didn't expect to win. We proudly display all of Christine's
paintings in our home and would love to display your child's art
as well.

Christine likes to help others. A few weeks ago, Christine
volunteered at a community event for Habitat for Humanity.
During this event she assisted in building a house for those in
need. Christine's job was to assist with the installation of the
siding for this home. She had to measure and cut the shingles,
then nail them to the house. When she got home she told me
about getting frustrated because the nails kept breaking, but
with her persistence, she was able to complete the task.
Christine was so proud of her accomplishment, we discussed
it all night at dinner. I was so proud of her and happy that she
was able to assist others. Your child will learn how important
is to support their community and help others.

About Michael
by Christine

I am convinced that Michael will learn anything to fix or
improve something around the house. Four years ago we had
a fish tank that automatically 'topped off' the water. The
device that did so failed and we came home to our house
being flooded, which destroyed all of our carpeted floors.
Instead of hiring a company, Michael choose to install the
new tiled floors himself. Michael's friend came by to help him
get started, and show him how to properly install the tiles.
Michael was able to quickly take over himself, and
completed the job in 3 weeks. Once completed, the floors
looked so good you would have thought a professional did it.
Michael is a go getter. When he has an idea he will
put his mind to it and achieve it quickly. I can tell
countless stories of this, but there is one that sticks in
my mind. We were living in a small apartment in New
York City and didn't really like the colder weather.
One winter day Michael came up to me with the idea
to relocate to a warmer climate where we could
enjoy outdoor activities all year round. I was definitely
up for the change. He applied for jobs in Florida, and
researched different locations to live. Within a few
weeks, we were on our way to Florida! Your child will
grow up with someone that will go above and beyond
in any situation.

Michael is a great cook and loves to learn new
recipes! When we visited Mexico, we were able to go to
the home of a Mayan family. During the visit, the Family
did a Mayan dance and Michael learned how to make
traditional Mexican tortillas. Once the tortillas were
ready we got to eat an authentic Mexican meal and
everything was delicious! From learning how to make the
tortillas from scratch, Michael now makes them at home
every time we have Taco night.

Becoming a Couple
We met on a dating website and became
interested in each other rather quickly. It didn't
take long for us to meet in person. Our first date
was to dinner at a Hibachi restaurant. It was not
the ideal first date; as there was not much talking
as we had to sit next to each other, facing the
cook. We barely even looked at each other!
However, after dinner we spent hours talking
through the night and we realized how much we
had in common. Hibachi is now probably one of
our favorites to this day.

When we came from New York to Florida we both
knew that we were now where we belonged. We
always enjoy the beautiful weather and take the time
to make sure and take advantage of the outdoor
activities. When we got to Florida the first thing we
did was play a jungle themed miniature golf
course. We weren't very good, but had a great time!
Our golf balls kept rolling into the little swampy pond.
Eventually we made it to the end and treated ourselves
to ice cream in the warm Florida weather!

We wanted children from the start. We tried
unsuccessfully and visited fertility doctors but
Christine has endometriosis and had already lost one
ovary due to it. We attempted in vitro fertilization
which was a lengthy and stressful process, and were
very hopeful, but still unsuccessful. This is when we
decided to explore adoption. Becoming parents is so
important to us as Michael's father was not around
and passed away when Michael was younger. He has
always wanted to provide for a child everything he
wishes that he could have had. The opportunity to join
you on your journey would mean the world to us.

Our Pups
Growing up, we always had pets in our lives. When
Michael was a young boy he was down by the
supermarket and there was a man that had a box of
puppies that he was giving away. Michael took one home
and his mom was a little upset because he didn't ask first.
To her surprise, Michael took all of the responsibilities and
took care of this puppy. Christine's family is full of animal
lovers. She was raised with dogs as pets and always had
at least two. Her mom was always (and still is) the one
that takes the dogs from family members that can't keep
them for one reason or another.

We now have three dogs. We got Yuki from a rescue
set up at a thrift shop, she was tiny and malnourished. We
knew we had to have her. Maverick was at a rescue; we
weren't even at the shelter for us, we were looking for a
dog for Michael’s mom but couldn't resist him. He was
very curious and climbed all over anyone that would let
him. Lola was from a friend's litter. She has such a great
personality, even wanting to share her toys with everyone.
She will even try to place them into your mouth!

Our dogs are great with kids. Anytime there are kids
at our house, the dogs want to play. Just last week we
had our neighbors over with their three children and all
the dogs wanted was to play with them. We gave the
kids some treats for the dogs and they were very
accepting! They sit and give a paw to anyone with a
treat.

Always New Experiences
We love cruises! On a recent cruise, we went on
the behind of scenes tour. They took us into the
galley where all of the food is made. It was
amazing to see how many people it takes to cook
dinner for an entire ship. We also got to see the
bridge where they drive the ship. We still wonder if
that steering wheel we were able to hold was even
real.

We aren't afraid to try new things. We believe
the motto "if you don't try once, you will never
know" is so true. This is one reason that we took a
class on making Sushi when we saw a sign for
cooking classes while on a vacation once. We
agreed that we had to go in! The chef explained
all of the ingredients and showed us step by step
how to create our rolls. Our favorite was the
Shrimp Tempura which is cooked shrimp with
cucumber and avocado. The best part was when
we got to eat the sushi rolls that we created. They
were fantastic! Your child will always have the
opportunity to try new things.

We enjoy musical theater. Last Christmas we saw
How the Grinch Stole Christmas, thie musical based on
the Dr. Seuss classic. The story really showed the moral
that no matter how much people hurt you, that you
should never hurt others. The Grinch was always picked
on as a child because of being different. He hated
everyone for this, until Cindy Lou Who came along and
showed him that everybody should enjoy Christmas, no
matter how different they are. It was good to see that
the Grinch's heart grew three times it's size that day.
We enjoyed when all of the Whos along with The Grinch
got together to exchange the gifts and sang the final
number.

Making the Best of Time
You may already be able to tell that we have a
love for animals. One time at a petting zoo we saw
a monkey that was apparently not allowed out of
it's habitat. Well, that monkey decided it liked
Christine so much, it would not let go of her
through the cage. Everyone was taking pictures
and it was pretty funny having to watch the zoo
keeper unwrap the monkey from Christine. They
told us the reason it is inside a cage is because
people have tried to take it home!

We like all kinds of sports, especially hockey.
Coming from New Jersey, Christine is a New
Jersey Devils fan. One year Michael took
Christine to a New Jersey Devils vs. Tampa Bay
Lightning game for her birthday. The New Jersey
Devils won that night but Michael decided he
liked the Lightning better. Now we both cheer on
different teams but it makes things sort of
exciting!

Some days we like to sit back and watch a good movie or
show on Netflix. This past weekend we started watching The
Crown. It is about Queen Elizabeth and we watched in the
wake of her passing. It was interesting to see how she was
thrown into a position that she did not want when her father
passed away at only 25 years old. She ended up being a
successful, well respected woman that lived on to be a role
model for young women all over the world. We are still
watching the series and look forward to future episodes to
learn more about the Queen's legacy. Your child will be part of
a family that enjoys quality time together.

Family

If you choose us, your child will grow up with three grandparents, two aunts and
uncles, and four cousins.

Our family is easygoing and fun to hang out
with. Christine's aunt and uncle live less than an
hour away. The last time we went to their home,
her uncle barbecued chicken and ribs. Michael
helped cook. After dinner we casually played
corn hole, a family favorite. Our family is always
down for a good outdoor game as it brings us
together in an active way.

Our family is close by so we get together often.
One day this summer, the family came over and we
spent the whole day in the pool playing games. Our
Nephews had fun jumping into the pool and making
'belly flops'. We also played a game of basketball in
the pool. It was boys against girls and the girls won.
The boys said they let the girls win but the girls
continue to argue that not being the case. Your
child will be surrounded by family.

Our families often travel together, whether
that be a day at a beach or a week in the
Caribbean. A family trip we will never forget is
our trip to Hershey Park, Michael was on the sky
ride with our niece when the ride suddenly
stopped. Of course our niece was nervous, but
Michael kept her entertained and calm by telling
funny stories so she would not be afraid. After
almost an hour, they got the ride working again
and we were able to enjoy the rest of our day.

Traditions
Halloween we create a haunted house for our
neighbors. At our last haunted house we had three of
the neighborhood kids help us by dressing up and hiding
inside the house to scare the other children. It definitely
worked to make the haunted house more interactive.
There was one group that came with three pick up trucks
filled with children and adults, all dressed in costumes as
it is something that has become a neighborhood tradition
for just about everyone. We are very happy to make the
children smile every year.
We celebrate both Christmas and Hanukkah.
Christine is Catholic and Michael is Jewish. We don't
practice, however we celebrate both holidays and
always have a Christmas tree and Menorah. For
Michael this tradition started when he was a young
boy as his family has always been mixed in religion.
We have enjoyed watching new traditions grow.
Nowadays, the children get together and make rice
balls for Christmas dinner. We're not exactly sure
how this started, but it happens every year and is
delicious. The rice balls are filled with rice and
cheese, put in an egg wash and breaded with
crumbs, yum!
We enjoy 'No Cooking Fridays'! After the week is
over and its time to settle down for the weekend, we
enjoy ordering in food or going out for dinner every
Friday. This past Friday we ordered Italian, while
eating we watched Chef's Table on Netflix. The first
episode was about a man from New York who
worked at a small deli in which he learned to make
fresh mozzarella cheese. He moved out to Arizona
and used his skills to create what they call today the
best pizza in the world. He created a recipe that
proved that it does not matter where the water
comes from, it is all about the ingredients!

Home & Neighborhood
We live in a gated community in sunny Florida
surrounded by trees and fields, we are 10 minutes
from everything that we could possible need. We
really enjoy our large open living space with high
ceilings and big sliding doors that open up to a
large fenced in backyard with enough room to add
a big swing set. On breezy days we enjoy sitting
on the back lanai watching the wildlife in the
trees just beyond our fence.

In the summer the neighborhood gets together to
create a super water slide on the community hill
near the park. The kids take turns going down all day.
This is very refreshing on a hot day. A few weeks ago
it was over 100 degrees out when we went over to the
water slide. One of the children allowed Christine to
use their tube. Michael decided he wanted to take
the ride down with Christine and jumped on when she
wasn't ready. We both fell off and rolled into the
grass, with everyone laughing at us! We had such a
great time laughing along because it was so much fun
and refreshing. After the long hot day, the Kona Ice
truck showed up and we all enjoyed snow cones.

We have paths for bicycles all around our
community. One day while riding, we saw a
group of Turkeys hanging out. They were over on
the grass field so we stopped to see them and
sat down on the grass to observe how they stick
together as a family. It was nice to see how
animals and humans alike look up to and stick
with each other on journeys. Your child will enjoy
the nature and wildlife within our community.

During The Week
For now Christine works at a bank as a branch
manager, but will be a stay at home mom. Both of
our families worked very hard to support us and we
would have liked for our parents to be home more.
Because of this, we decided that Christine would not
return to work once we become parents.

Michael is a Service Manager. He works
from home 80% of the time so there will
always be somebody home with your child.

We eat dinner together every evening. Since
Michael is home often, he usually prepares dinner.
Recently Michael lost track of time and he did not
have time to make dinner. He got the house ready
and went to pick up food instead of cook it, but
didn't tell Christine. He took it out of the packaging
and plated it like he usually would. Christine realized
afterwards that Michael didn't cook because she saw
the receipt on the counter. Even Michael thought he
had her fooled until she told him the next day.
Michael was surprised that Christine had him fooled
in return and we both laughed about it! Your child
will have quality family time daily.

Thank You
At this point we already know how lucky we are that you took
the time to learn about and get to know us. We want to assure
you that you, as well, will always have a place in our hearts
and the respect we have for you is incomprehensible. The
opportunity to be a part of your child's life would be the
greatest gift we could ever receive. We look forward to
sharing updates and photos of your child's growth over the
years with you. Thank you whole heartedly for considering us
for this amazing opportunity.

