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Thank You

Thank you for taking time to learn about us and consider us as adoptive 

parents for your child. We hope you are able to see who we are and envision 

the life your child would have with us. May you find comfort and a sense of 

peace knowing we will lovingly care for and protect your child. If our paths in 

life cross, we will go forward with the greatest amount of respect for you 

and you will forever be honored in our lives and the life of your child. 

We wish you strength as you take the next steps in your journey. 



About Us

The family cabin is our happy place. It’s a place that 

brings multiple generations of family and friends 

together to unwind and create lifelong memories. We 

will never forget the time our nephew caught his first 
fish off the dock. The sun was setting and he was 

surrounded by an audience of family. When he felt the 

fish bite, he started jumping up and down with 

excitement and almost dropped the fishing pole in the 

water. Luckily, grandpa was right there to help reel in 
the fish.

We enjoy exploring the restaurant scene both locally and when we travel. 

We are always open to trying new dishes and have fun experiencing various 

cultures, in part through food. Justin, especially, is an adventurous eater. He 

always says he’ll try “anything” at least once. Recently, on a trip to Mexico 
our waiter talked us into trying chili powder and hot sauce on our fruit salad.  

We like spicy foods, but never thought to try this combo before. It was sweet, 

tangy and spicy all in one bite, we loved it!  Your child will be introduced to a 

variety of cultures and ethnic foods.

Our love for music has taken us to many live 

concerts. One of our most memorable concerts 

was seeing Eric Church at Red Rocks Amphitheater 

in Colorado. It was raining on our way to the 
venue, but the skies cleared before he went on 

stage. A rainbow appeared and became the 

backdrop for the concert. We got goosebumps 

when he played the song, Hallelujah. Every time 

we hear that song, it takes us back to that 
moment. It was symbolic for us as we have always 

felt connection to music and know it has the 

ability to impact the way we are feeling.



About Abby

Abby likes cooking and trying new recipes. 

She recently filled a room off our kitchen 

with potted herbs to use as fresh ingredients 

for her dishes. Abby loves anything pasta! 
When we were first dating, I made her my 

grandma’s famous spicy sausage spaghetti. 

Since then, she has perfected her own 

version of the recipe loaded with her fresh 

rosemary, basil, thyme and parsley.  She 
loves how a home cooked meal brings loved 

ones together.

Music runs deep in Abby’s family. Abby learned to the play the 

saxophone, flute and piccolo when she was young and had always 

wanted to learn to the play the piano. She has fond memories of 

listening to her grandma play the piano for hours, so recently Abby 
started to teach herself to play the piano. It was summer at the time, 

but she insisted on  beginning with Christmas music. Luckily, she 

found a self-teaching book that used several versions of Jingle Bells to 

learn the keys. A couple weeks later, she invited a few family 

members for a mini “concert”, Jingle Bells style. Your child will be 
encouraged to try new things. 

B y  J u s t i n

Abby’s love for running started as a young kid on the 

soccer field. After her final game in college, she 

swapped out her cleats for a pair of running shoes. 

Then, in pharmacy school Abby set a goal to run a full 
marathon before graduation. She was determined and 

running was a welcomed break from studying. She 

completed a marathon with her dad the summer before 

graduation and was able to check it off her bucket list. 

She was overcome with emotion crossing the finish line 
and was grateful to share the experience with her dad. 

Today, she prefers shorter runs. 



About Justin
B y  A b b y

Justin has fun planning adventures. He never has a shortage 

of ideas and always makes it fun. During a trip to Aruba, he 

planned a parasailing excursion for us. He researched all the 

fine details from them best beach, to the time of day, even 
down to the wind conditions.  I was a little nervous at first, 

but was quickly overcome with the sights of the turquoise-

colored water and the smell of the ocean air.  We even got to 

see a sea turtle as we were coming back down to the boat. 

Justin has become a talented handyman and 

woodworker. His patient personality and 

attention to detail is ideal for making jobs go 

smoothly. Last fall, the windows at our cabin 
needed replacing. It was a project that required 

some creativity and a few mistakes were made 

along the way, like the time Justin nailed the tip 

of his glove to the window frame. It was a 

“whoops” moment that made us all laugh! 
Justin joked that he was simply trying to hang a 

new “decoration.”

Golfing is one of Justin’s favorite pastimes. He 

shares a love for the game with his dad who taught 

him how to play as a kid. Justin also gets out to enjoy 

fresh air and laughter with friends during summer 
golf league. This past summer, Justin was with his 

friends when he hit a nearly perfect shot. A roar of 

excitement came from the tee box as they all 

watched the ball fly closer and closer. It ended up 

landing just inches from the hole. It’s the closest he’s 
come to a hole-in-one and is still in pursuit of that 

once-in-a-lifetime shot. Your child will be supported 

in whatever interests they want to take a swing at.



Our Story

Two years into our marriage we decided we were ready to start our 

family. In spite of our infertility treatments and challenges over the 

past couple years, our vision of growing a family has never wavered. 

We both have friends who are adoptees. For Justin, it’s a best friend 
from childhood. For Abby, it’s two close friends and roommates from 

college. We’ve learned through them, the value of openness as each 

of them at different points in life have longed for answers to various 

questions. We are excited to grow our family through love and are 

hopeful to join you on your journey.

We met as classmates in pharmacy 

school. Our class was close-knit and we 

were friends from beginning. We built a 

friendship during the first few years of 
school, but it wasn’t until the last year of 

clinical rotations when some of our friends 

set us up on date.  They coordinated a 

dinner for several of our classmates, but 

little did we know, it was always intended 
to be just the two of us; everyone else 

“canceled” last minute. We still laugh 

about that day and are thankful for our 

clever friends who recognized our 

compatibility. 

Justin walked Abby home after that “first date.” It was the 

beginning of many walks and talks around the area lake where 

our relationship flourished. Around that time, we by chance 

moved into the same neighborhood. We lived on opposite sides of 
a small lake. We would meet in the middle at a lakeside food truck 

and then spend hours talking and laughing. Many times, we would 

walk multiple laps around the 3-mile lake without even realizing it 

because we were caught up in the moment and conversation. 



Meet Reggie

Reggie is great with kids. He loves fetching 

balls, snuggling and even playing dress-up. 

Our nephew, Giovanni, is one of his favorite 

playmates. One day we were out on a walk 
with Reggie and Giovanni in his stroller. 

Giovanni kept pointing at Reggie saying 

“¡Guau guau!”, which means doggy in 

Spanish. We eventually realized he was 

asking to have Reggie ride in the stroller 
with him. We don’t know who was more 

excited when Reggie was placed in the 

stroller! 

Reggie jumps at the chance to be outdoors. He’s always up 

for adventures and welcomes outings to parks, hiking 

trails, and our cabin.  When we are at the cabin, all you 

have to do is say the word “boat” and he runs straight 
down to the dock. He loves boat rides. One hot summer 

day when we were out splashing around on the water 

tube, Reggie thought he should join too. Before we knew 

it, he jumped right in the tube with Abby and off they 

went! We could tell by the look on his face that he was 
having a ball!

We both grew up with dogs and always knew we would have 

them as adults. The timing was right after we finished 

graduate school and that’s when Reggie came into our lives. 

By chance, he shares a birthday with Justin! As a puppy he 
looked like a stuffed toy and continues to be as cute as can 

be. His breed makes for a great family pet, as they are 

friendly, non-shedding and hypoallergenic.



Weekends at the Cabin

Autumn nights at the cabin mean gathering around the 

warmth of a bonfire when the sun goes down. It’s a time we 

reflect, share stories, and get our fingers sticky toasting 

marshmallows. During one of our many family weekends at 
the cabin, Abby came up with the idea for a S’mores contest. 

Everyone was asked to come up with a unique S’more for the 

others to taste test.  Justin used Sour Patch Kids 

marshmallows in his. Abby’s was a top choice with chocolate 

graham crackers and Hersey’s cookies ‘n’ creme chocolates. 
Some S’mores were better than others, but it made for some 

good laughs and just may be the start of a new tradition. 

Summer days are often spent on the lake at our cabin. We love lake 

life!  Our days are filled with swimming, tubing, skiing, boating, 

fishing, and relaxing in the sun. The vast chain of lakes gives us 

enjoyment of the wildlife from listening to the loons sing to 
watching eagles soar above. This summer we were out with family 

on a leisurely pontoon cruise when Justin spotted what he thought 

was a neat statue of a bald eagle at the end of a dock. As we inched 

closer, we saw it move and couldn’t believe how big and beautiful it 

looked close-up. Everyone quickly scrambled for their phone to take 
a picture, but before we could capture the amazing sight, the eagle 

took off into the clear blue sky. 

As the weather gets colder and the snow starts to fall, the cabin 

becomes our winter wonderland.  Each year we clear a part of the 

lake to make an ice-skating rink. Abby grew up figure skating and 

her sister played hockey. Just a couple of years ago they were 
racing when Abby’s toe pick got stuck and she faceplanted into the 

snow bank. Gasps were replaced by giggles when everyone knew 

she wasn’t hurt, and the fun continued. Your child will experience a 

variety of winter activities. 



Time Well Spent

We love everything about the ocean; the sun, the sand, 

the fresh seafood. We especially love to visit the beach 

during Midwest winters to escape the cold for a bit. 

During a recent trip, we found out our flight home was 
cancelled due to a major snow storm. It was always fun 

as kids to stay home from school on a snow-day, but we 

both agreed being “stuck” on the beach as adults was 

the best snow-day ever! We spent our bonus day hiking 

around the rocky shores when we stumbled across the 
most beautiful purple and orange starfish. 

Sporting events have played a large part in our lives since 

childhood. We both enjoyed participating in sports and 

appreciate the camaraderie of being part of a team. Justin 

played basketball throughout high school and Abby could 
be found on the soccer fields in high school and college. 

Now we love attending sporting events, especially football 

games. Recently, at a Green Bay Packers game we cheered 

so loudly that we lost our voices. Justin even started the 

wave in our section before the 4th quarter.

We love to hike and explore nature. We 

have fun finding new trails. One time, we 

had the chance to hike around ice caves that 

formed on the Great Lakes. Trails to the ice 
caves are only open once every several years 

because the conditions must be just right. 

We trekked a couple miles through snow 

before we were able to see the most 

beautiful glimmers of icicles. It was majestic! 
Your child will be encouraged to experience 

nature’s wonders. 



Family

If you choose us, your child would grow up in a tightknit family with 4 grandparents, 

14 aunts and uncles,  and 11 cousins.

Our family gets together frequently and like to keep things 

light-hearted. Last Christmas, we were reading our niece 

and nephew some of their new books. In one of the stories, 

the characters made a human pyramid at a playground. Our 
niece thought that seemed fun and ask if we could make 

one too. With the help of grandma and grandma to hold 

the kids up, we made a pyramid! After the kids were taken 

down safely, the rest of us adults tumbled down. Our 

cheeks and bellies hurt from the smiles and laughter after 
our silly endeavor. 

Our family is diverse. Our brother-in-law, Erik, grew up 

in Mexico and shares his culture and language with us. 

Erik introduced us to his love for mariachi music. Now 

we have fun searching for places that we can go to listen 
to a live mariachi band together. It’s a bonus when 

there’s room to dance. Recently, Erik and his friends 

pulled us out to dance with them. We stepped on each 

other’s feet more than we “danced”, but we sure had 

fun trying. Your child will be accepted into a family with 
openness and love for diversity.  

Our family get-togethers are always filled with games. There’s never a 

shortage of entertainment when it comes to bingo, bean bag toss, 

playing cards, or board games. Giant Jenga is a family favorite. Justin’s 

brother created a Jenga tournament bracket for us last year.  We 
laughed when he came outside wearing a referee jersey and whistle. He 

played the national anthem on the speaker to kick off the tournament. 

Our nephew Tommy is the reigning campion. He gets a kick out of 

reminding us we both lost in the first round. 



Traditions

One of our favorite holiday traditions is visiting the local tree 
farm to cut down a fresh tree to kick-off the holiday season. 

The smell of a fresh balsam, the twinkling lights and quality 

family time fill our house with cheer and our hearts with 

warm memories. Last year, we had a little mishap after the 

trees were cut.  We were in the barn warming up with a cup 
of hot cocoa when Abby’s dad couldn’t find the truck keys! He 

must have dropped them when he was cutting his tree down, 

so we all had to go back to where he cut that one tree. It 

sounded easy until we realized the hundreds of tree stumps 

all looked alike. Eventually, Justin found the keys in the snow! 
We laughed the whole way home. Abby’s mom is in charge of 

the keys now! 

Family get-togethers often involve arts and crafts. Having a 

couple artists in the family provides an extra layer of 

creativity. Every summer we spend a day making tie-die t-

shirts. We always do a big reveal of the final product for 
each shirt one by one. This year Abby tried to make a heart 

shape, but her reveal didn’t go so well; she laughed as she 

held up her shirt with a  nearly perfect circular pattern. 

We would love to learn about some of your favorite 

traditions so we can incorporate them into your child’s life.

Every year our family gathers together at the cabin for 

the annual 4th of July celebration. We decorate the 

pontoon in red, white, and blue and take off to the sand 

bar where we anchor in a long row of boats to join 
friends and neighbors for water volleyball and 

barbeque. At night fall, we watch the annual fireworks 

display from the middle of the lake. This year, the 

cousins decided get in a line holding hands and jump in 

the lake together during the grand finale. They had fun 
being silly, but were a little cold in wet clothes on the 

ride home. Your child will fit right into the fun. 



Home & Neighborhood

We built our home in Wisconsin a year ago just 

outside of a metropolitan area in Abby’s hometown.  

Deciding to move to this area was influence by our 

desire to raise a family where we have a large and 
nurturing support system. A  favorite part of our 

home is the 3-season screened porch where we 

enjoy reading a good book with a cup of coffee or 

relaxing at the end of the day.  One  perfect  fall  day 

we spent hours on the porch listening to acoustic 

music and playing cribbage. We didn’t realize how 

much time had passed until the sun started to set.

Looking out from our front door, you’ll find kids playing ball, 

riding bikes on the sidewalks, sliding at the neighborhood 

playground or skating on the frozen pond in winter. Pets being 

walked, kids in strollers and neighbors visiting with each other 
adds to the family-friendly atmosphere. One time this 

summer, several of the neighbors were outside grilling on a 

gorgeous evening. Kids were running from yard to yard and 

the adults were conversing. The next thing we knew, we had 

an impromptu dinner together. Once everyone’s food was 
done, we all grabbed lawn chairs and sat at the ends of our 

driveways. Your child will be a part of a neighborhood that 

fosters a sense of belonging.

One of our favorite outings to attend is the annual town festival 

with a large parade that brings out neighbors, friends and 

families. Each year there is a medallion hunt before the parade. 

Clues as to where it’s hidden are posted at a central location 
every two hours. When Abby was younger, she and her friends 

would bike around town searching for the medallion. Just a 

couple years ago, they gathered again for old times’ sake to take 

another shot at finding it. They were sifting through bushes at 

one of the parks when they heard a scream of excitement from 
across the parking lot. The medallion had been found and the 

$500 reward and bragging rights were claimed. 



Weekdays

Justin has a unique position within the pharmacy 

profession that allows him to work from home. This 

is ideal for the flexibility that is important when 

raising a family. He takes pride in being on a team 
seeking to make healthcare affordable for all. His 

passion for this extends to his volunteering at a 

local free clinic. Justin’s schedule provides him the 

opportunity to be actively engaged in your child’s 

activities and daily life.

Abby is a critical care pharmacist at a metro 

hospital in the intensive care unit and the 

emergency department. Her part-time schedule 

offers her full family benefits. She will have a great 
deal of time and flexibility to spend with your child 

taking them to appointments, helping with 

homework and chaperoning fieldtrips. Your child 

will be in caring hands with Abby’s knowledge, 

experiences and capabilities. 

We both grew up always sitting down with our families for 

dinner, regardless of how busy our days may have been. Now 

after work, we enjoy daily walks with Reggie and 

conversations at the dinner table over home-cooked meals.  
It’s a time we value to unplug and connect as a family. It was 

over dinner that a casual chat led to many more and ultimately 

developed into our dream of building our new home.  Your 

child will have quality family time at the dinner table every day 

where their dreams will be supported. 



From the Bottom of Our Hearts

Thank you doesn’t begin to seem adequate enough to fully express the gratitude 

we feel towards you. The strength needed to take the steps that you are speaks 

highly about your character and reflects the love you have for your child.

If you select us as the adoptive parents for your child, we promise to teach your 

child about their beginning- where they were born and who you are; always show 

respect towards you in all of our discussions; answer questions with truthfulness; 

and honor you in all parts of our lives. We will love your child unconditionally and 

teach them how to love that way in return. 

We welcome the opportunity to learn more about you and have open 

communication as you would like. Please know we are wishing you love and 

peace now and always.

Abby & Justin




