Anand & Andy

hablamos Español

(and Jackson, the kitties, and our nemo fish too!)

Hello!
Thank you for taking the time to read our story. We have deep
admiration and respect for what we feel is a courageous and selfless
act in considering adoption for your child. We believe that being a
parent means always putting the needs of your child above your own,
even when it is hard. If you choose us, we assure you that we will do
all we can to instill in your child the understanding of the love you
have for them and how you demonstrated this love by finding an
adoptive family to raise them. We will also commit to sharing your
child’s development and milestones with you so you can see the
person they are becoming.
As two individuals who have chosen our unique paths, even when it
wasn’t easy, we will encourage and support your child in their own
individual journey of living their most authentic and fulfilling life. We
hope that in these pages you will get a feeling of the love, adventure,
and support your child will experience if you choose us. We wish you
strength, peace, and the wisdom to know that you are surrounded by
light even when it feels dark.

About Us
We are a close-knit multi-cultural family that
embraces each other’s traditions. Andy will never
forget the first time he experienced Diwali with
Anand’s family. The lights, delicious Indian sweets,
and surrounding warmth gave him a life-long
appreciation of Indian culture. Andy looks forward
to enjoying Gajar-halwa (carrot pudding) prepared
by Anand’s mom every chance he can get. The first
time we spent Christmas with Andy’s parents as a
couple, we went to a gingerbread house exhibit.
The beautiful and ornate gingerbread houses and
festive Christmas decorations left quite an
impression on Anand but what he remembers
most is being made to feel a part of the family right
from the minute he set foot in their home.

We love Animals! This summer, we bought a big
outdoor sofa so that our wiener dog and 4 cats
could all cuddle with us when we enjoyed the
beautiful weather on our screened-in porch. The
moment we first sat down on it, they all came and
found their spot to be close to us. Duke started
kneading dough on Anand’s stomach and the other
kitties switched from purring to snoring. We
continue to spend time together on the big sofa as
often as we can and seeing the furry ones purr and
snore just melts our hearts every single time.

Being outside in fresh air has been very therapeutic
for us. In the summers we spend lots of time at our
family cabin (only a 2.5-hour drive away) in the
mountains. We have a national park less than a 10minute drive from our cabin where we hike together
and take scenic drives with Andy’s parents. A few
weeks ago when we returned from one of these
drives, we were treated to a spectacular sunset from
our driveway! Your child will grow up spending a lot of
time outdoors, appreciating the gifts of nature and
finding solace in them throughout their life.

Andy
Andy loves gardening and gets his green thumb from his
parents. Before his aunt Judy died eighteen years ago, she
asked Andy’s mom to take the daylilies that grew in her garden.
When we bought our first house, Andy’s mom split those
daylilies and Andy planted them in his garden. To this day,
when he sees them come up every spring and splits them to
give to friends and neighbors, he is reminded of the love aunt
Judy had for him.

Andy is an explorer and loves adventure. He was fortunate
to travel to many different countries with his parents so his
love for travel and experiencing other cultures started when
he was very little. He will never forget his first hiking trip when
he traveled to Torres Del Paine National Park in Chile. The
winds were strong enough to nearly knock him down but he
powered through those trails with determination and strong
will to reach the top. He was so thrilled when he reached the
top of the mountain after a grueling 6 hours on the first day of
the trek. He was moved to tears when he reached the glacier
on the last day of the trek. It is still one of the most
spectacular views he has ever seen and certainly the most
rewarding journey to get there.
Andy is passionate about music and loves to
sing. Last weekend after singing his heart out
in Church, he was reminded of the time when
he tried out for the musical Anything Goes in
middle school without having learned how to
sing. To his surprise, he was offered the lead
role! His only musical regret is that he had
wished he learned to play the guitar instead of
the trumpet. While he doesn’t play an
instrument anymore, he loves to look at the
music selection for the Sunday service the
night before and practice singing the hymns at
home, ready to sing boldly on Sunday morning.
Your child will be supported in developing an
appreciation for music.

Anand
Anand has a strong faith. Growing up in India when
being gay was considered a crime, he always
dreamed about having a marriage and his own family.
He did not think the world would become as inclusive
a place as it is now. His faith has helped him through
all of life’s challenges, and he considers his life to be
a living, breathing miracle. This summer when we
visited Boston, he found a beautiful spot in a park
overlooking the harbor for his morning prayer.
Unbeknownst to him, Andy took a picture of him.
Every time he sees it, he is reminded of the peaceful,
spiritual experience that it was praying outside. Your
child will be supported in their own faith journey
and encouraged to listen to the inner voice that will
guide them throughout their life.
Anand’s most fulfilling experiences are as a volunteer,
especially as a tutor and mentor to two teenage boys –
Luis and Kevin. Luis is undocumented, and Kevin was born
in the US to undocumented parents. When the volunteering
program re-started this fall after the pandemic, Anand saw
Luis’s little sister who was thrilled to call Luis on her phone
and have the two of them reconnect. Anand was so touched
when Luis said he still has the shirt he was gifted during their
time together, even though he doesn’t fit into it anymore.
Both boys graduated high school this year and are now
exploring technical college. Anand is also an active volunteer
at our church. This year, he was requested by the deacon to
help trim some branches before the annual fall festival. He
was a little intimidated at first when he saw the pole saw, but
he got the job done just fine.

Anand is a life-long learner and loves foreign
languages. He is fluent in the three languages he
spoke growing up: English, Hindi, and Punjabi.
Three years ago, he met a Spanish tutor who was
affiliated with an organization that helped single
mothers become Spanish teachers. Anand
continues to take an online Spanish lesson with her
every week. During the pandemic, he decided to
learn Italian on his own and even passed an
intermediate Italian exam just for fun!

Becoming Us
We met at work. After Anand graduated from college in India, he got a
job across the country at a prestigious American company. He was
impressed by their approach to inclusivity, particularly for LGBTQ
employees, given Indian society was largely homophobic. He decided
not to be closeted from the very beginning. Andy had been working at
the same company at their headquarters in New York City. His passion
to experience other cultures led him to consider getting transferred for a
long-term assignment in India. He was naturally hesitant of moving there
as an out gay man and was recommended that he talk to Anand to hear
his experience. We met in the office cafeteria, and the chemistry
was evident immediately. Andy decided to take the plunge and make
the move, and we started dating soon after. It was an awkward
conversation declaring our relationship to the human resources
department, but we took pride in ourselves as a couple.

A few years later, we decided to tie the knot in New
York City. Since same-sex marriage was not
recognized at the federal level, we continued to live in
India after our wedding until the US Supreme Court
overturned the ban on gay marriage. We will never
forget sitting by our computer waiting for the ruling.
Immediately after, we began the process of moving to
the United States. When we went to the US Embassy
in India to file Anand’s immigration paperwork, it was
evident that we were the first same-sex couple the
embassy had ever seen. The whole time we knew we
were living a moment in history and remain grateful
to the people who have long fought for equal rights for
all minorities.

In the 9 years, we have been married, we have grown
both as individuals and as a couple. We both feel a
strong calling to grow the love in our family and share
life’s many blessings with a child. We briefly explored
surrogacy but felt a very clear tug on our hearts that
adoption is how we will be led to grow our family. Our
goal as adoptive parents is to support your child’s growth
and development, help them live purposefully, and give
them a life where they feel loved unconditionally. We look
forward to joining you on your journey.

Our Furry Family
Both of us grew up with dogs. We wanted to have
cats, but our parents were not cat people. When we
moved in together, we welcomed two smushy-faced
Persian cats – Charlotte & Abby into our home. Our
wiener-dog Jackson was a gift from Anand to Andy
for our first wedding anniversary. When Andy opened
the front door, Jackson greeted him with a kiss on
the face. Duke and George were stray cats living on
the streets of a large Indian city. We’re not sure if
they rescued us, or we rescued them. All five
animals moved with us from India when we moved to
the US.

The other day when Duke was cuddled up with us on
the couch, we were reminded of the day when we first
found him. He was less than a month old and trapped
inside a car. He was so tiny that the vet (and us)
mistakenly thought he was a girl. We named him Tess
and were in for quite a surprise when Tess went to get
spayed but was neutered instead. That was the day
Tess became known as Duke, and we were all a
little embarrassed.

Our pets are great with kids! Jackson’s
nickname is “beard-face” and he loves to give
kisses. Thanks to him, we are famous amongst
neighborhood kids as the couple with the bearded
weiner dog. Just last Friday, while walking him in
the park, two boys came running up and asked if
they could pet him. They were both bedazzled by
his cute looks and said they had never seen a dog
like him before – a compliment which he gets very
often.

Finding Solace in Nature
We love hiking! One day this summer when we were
hiking our favorite trail in the mountains, we
discovered a beautiful stone laid with colorful beads in
the shape of a paw. It seemed many decades old, and
when we touched it, we could feel the love someone
had for their dog. We thought perhaps they buried him
off the trail where they had many memories of the
hikes they did. Your child will grow up spending a lot
of time in the mountains, breathing the fresh mountain
air that lifts the spirit and renews the soul.

We love our time in our kayaks. Last year, we
started an annual birthday tradition for Andy of
kayaking on a beautiful river near our cabin. It
was a clear summer day and the breeze felt
heavenly. Each time we saw a beautiful wild bird
flying over the river, we paused to follow its flight
and take in the beauty. By the time we finished,
we were left with a sense of peace and nature’s
healing energy that is hard to describe in words.

We also love the ocean! On our wedding
anniversary, we were reminiscing about our
honeymoon where we got a chance to snorkel
near beautiful islands. The beautiful coral reefs
and ocean life that we saw there inspired us to
have a salt-water fish tank in our house. This
tank houses our two very own nemo fish,
along with corals and other ocean life.

Hobbies & Interests
We love to explore other cultures. One of our
most memorable vacations was to Peru, where
we hiked the famous Inca Trail. Hiking the trail
over a three-day period was a physically
challenging but immensely enriching experience.
We passed through historic sites, beautiful
mountain passes, and saw many llamas! When
we finished the hike and reached Machu Pichu,
we were left in tears at the beauty we were
amongst and the warmth of the people we met
along our hike.

We both share a love for attracting and photographing beautiful
wild birds, a hobby passed down from Andy’s maternal
grandmother, Sunny, who was an avid bird watcher. Every time
Andy sees a bright red cardinal, he is reminded of his
grandmother. Andy continues the tradition of always keeping bird
feeders with an assortment of food outside our windows and
Anand is ready with his camera for when they come visit. This
summer, Andy’s homemade nectar attracted dozens of
hummingbirds outside our kitchen window and Anand had a great
time taking pictures of them. Anand swears he recognizes some of
the birds from last year.

We love to grill all year round! Last year we took a road trip to
Maine. Since we were avoiding restaurants due to the pandemic,
we decided to eat in every day. The deck had a big grill that we
used to make lunch and dinner. Anand is the cook in the family
but had never grilled before coming to the US! We now grill most
nights, using an indoor electric grill during colder weather. Our
favorite food to grill is chicken, which we cut up in small pieces
and mix with some delicious Indian tikka masala sauce. Your
child will enjoy many cookouts with friends and loved ones.

Family
If you choose us, your child will grow up with 4 grandparents, 8 aunts and
uncles, and 10 cousins including 4 little ones.

Both of us were raised with values that prioritize family
over all else. When we moved to the US from India, we
decided to live near Andy’s parents, so we would have
family close by. We will never forget how much they
supported us through the move. We lived with them
with all our 5 pets for several months while waiting to
move into our own house. They have a dog also, which
meant there were 4 people and 6 animals living under
one roof! It wasn’t easy, but our love and bonding with
each other led us to focus on the bigger picture and not
sweat the small stuff. We feel so lucky to live only five
minutes away from our family.

We are a family of food lovers! When Anand’s parents
visited us for Christmas from India, his mom knocked
everyone’s socks off with her delicious Pav Bhaji and
Gajar Halwa. We try to time our visits to India with Indian
holidays or family weddings, so we can soak in the rich
culture and delicious food. We would love to learn recipes
that are special to you and your family to incorporate in
your child’s life.

We have a deep appreciation for each other’s cultures and
actively embrace them. A few years ago, Andy discovered that
since his great grandparents moved to America from Italy and
gave birth to his grandfather before they became American
citizens, they passed on their Italian citizenship to all future
generations. He applied to “reclaim” his citizenship before the
pandemic and recently received his Italian passport. Andy will
pass this citizenship down to your child, so they have the
option to freely travel, study, and live anywhere in Europe if
they so desire. This inspired Anand to learn Italian so we can
fully experience Italy when we get a chance to travel there.

Traditions
We have dinner at Grandma and Grandpa’s
at least a couple of times a week. The first
thing we do when we get there is raid their
pantry, since it is always stocked with unique
snacks, such as lemon cookies, sea-salt toffee,
and chocolates. Last Sunday when Andy and
his dad were watching a football game, they
went through 3 bags of chips while sitting at the
edge of their seat hoping for a touchdown.

We make every holiday season memorable! We spent
the last Thanksgiving at the cabin. Grandma taught
Anand how to brine a turkey, and he then made the
entire thanksgiving meal himself. While Anand was in
the kitchen, Andy surprised everyone by
transforming the living room into a Christmas
wonderland, it looked like something out of a hallmark
movie! By 3 pm, we had changed into pants with an
elastic waistband and spent the evening watching reruns
of Friends and The Office until we dozed off from a food
coma. When we give thanks, we will openly acknowledge
the gratitude we have for you for helping us grow the love
in our family.

Our favorite weekend tradition is a bike ride on a
beautiful trail that connects to our neighborhood. This
historic trail used to be a railroad and has been
converted into a 22-mile-long greenway. Since there
are no cars allowed on the trail, it is a peaceful and
safe place to walk or ride bikes. On our last bike ride,
we saw a dad pull a little kid on a trailer attached to
his bike, and it was heartwarming to think that could
be us someday. We look forward to learning about
your favorite traditions and including them in your
child's life.

Our Home & Neighborhood
We live in a historic, diverse, and beautiful city in
North Carolina. We have a good-sized fenced-in
backyard that is perfect for a jungle gym and swing
set. This summer, we had a bluebird family lay eggs
and have babies in a nest box that Andy’s dad
installed in our backyard. We provided the parents
with nutritious food, including live mealworms, which
we saw them take into the nest-box to feed their little
ones. Watching the babies fledge in front of our eyes,
and even start flying to the bird feeders to feed on
their own was one of the most beautiful experiences
we have had.

This year, the city began construction of a brand new
elementary school less than a mile from our house. The land
this school is being built on was farmland owned by an African
American family that leased portions of it out to farmers. The
family worked tirelessly through post-reconstruction and much
of the 1900s against attempts to remove them from the land
they rightfully owned. Our city honored the family’s
economic and cultural contribution to the city by naming
the school after their last name. This act of honoring this
history speaks volumes of the spirit of the place we live in.
Your child will grow up with friends and role models that look
like them, and also develop relationships with people from
diverse backgrounds and different walks of life.

Our church is a big part of our community. We will never
forget the day we learned about the church because they built
tiny homes for the homeless community as they had space on
their grounds. They also moved the building of an old,
abandoned church from across the state to avoid waste and
environmental damage from new construction and it is where we
worship today. We were struck by the effort our church made to
live their Christian identity and knew it was the right spiritual
home for us.

Our Daily Life
Andy has had a successful career as a senior manager at
investment banks. Throughout his career, he has led
diversity and inclusion efforts that helped people bring their
whole selves to work and achieve their full potential. He
recently advocated for a neuro-diversity network in his
organization, which will help further accommodations for
people with autism. He gets to work from home several
days per week. Andy feels fortunate to have the ability to
make career choices that prioritize parenting and family
above all else.

Anand works from home full time and occasionally travels
to other countries through his job. He works for a nonprofit
that helps women and girls get access to family planning and
safe abortion services in countries where there is a high rate
of deaths from unsafe abortions. He fondly remembers
meeting with a community health volunteer who lived in the
mountains of Nepal. She later helped women in her
community get the information and help they needed to gain
control over their reproductive health. Besides working
remotely, Anand enjoys the flexibility his workplace offers.
One of us is always home and will be around to give your
child undivided attention.

In the evening, we have dinner and relax
together. Last night, Anand made chicken tikka
masala with brown rice which was delicious!
We then settled on the couch and watched one
of our favorite movies called ‘Lion’. It is a true
story about a boy from India who was adopted
by a family in Australia. He finds his birth
mother and sister as an adult, defying all odds.
It is an example of how adoption joins families
together and a reminder that we are all adopted
children of a higher power that is always
watching over us.

Thank You

Thank you for taking the time to read about our life. We hope that you got a sense of the
love, life experience, and resources we have to share with your child to offer them every
opportunity to live a fulfilling and enriched life. While your child will know two fathers, you
are the only mother they will ever know. Our commitment to you is that we will never let
them forget the love you have for them and how that love led you to make a selfless
decision of giving them the best possible life they could have. We look forward to keeping
you updated of their life’s journey and milestones and keeping in touch with you in a
manner you are comfortable with.
We wish you strength in your journey and hope that you will consider entrusting us with
your child’s upbringing.
In God’s Peace,

Anand &

Andy

