
dusty greg



this is 

our story

W e recently moved from the 

Cleveland area where we 

were teaching to central Illinois 

to be closer to family in order to 

begin raising kids. We don’t have 

any children yet, but are very excited 

to be starting our family. Each of us 

values family greatly. We spend a 

lot of time with both our immediate 

and extended families, who are looking forward to 

welcoming your child into the fold.

we met in 

the summer of 

2012, where we 

bonded over our 

shared love 

of teaching, 

fitness, and 

the outdoors. 
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A BEAUTIFUL 
SUNSET

thank you so 

much for taking 

the time to read 

our profile and 

learn about who 

we are!
to a very

special

person

us as potential parents for your child.  We 

cannot thank you enough, both for taking the 

time to learn more about us, and for allowing 

us this incredible opportunity to begin our 

family.  We will do everything we can to 

provide to your child all the love and support 

and care that we have enjoyed in our lives.

I f you’re 

reading this 

message, it’s 

because you 

are considering W e knew early in our relationship 

that we wanted kids, and felt 

that adoption was the best path. As 

teachers, we both have always cared 

deeply about providing the best 

opportunities we can to those in need, 

and adoption seemed like a natural 

extension of that. We loved our work 

with students, and are so much more 

excited to be raising children of our own.

We are always up for 

adventure, going on daily hikes in the forest with 

our goldendoodle, Pounce, and enjoying trips 

with the rest of the family. Bringing your child on 

those trips is an adventure we just can’t wait for!

for fun

We love exploring new 

places. From mountain 

climbing in California, 

to snorkeling in the 

bahamas, to exploring 

the Galapagos, to finding 

all the hidden waterfalls 

in the Cleveland metro 

parks, we love finding 

interesting locations 

and sharing them with 

friends and family.

we love to travel

WE LOVE VISITING TROPICAL PLACES!

CELEBRATING 
CHRISTMAS



1  SHARING 

holidays with our 

families

1  EXPLORING the 

outdoors with 

our dog Pounce

that

things

make

dusty

happy

gregmeet

in dusty’s wordsS ome of the things 

I love most about 

Dusty are how close he 

is to his family and how 

dedicated he is to his 

work, whether it’s his 

professional efforts or 

projects at home.

I will never forget the moment on our second 

date when Greg reached his hand across 

the table to hold my hand as we sat “nerding 

out” over a shared passion for teaching. 

Seeing the passion and care he had for his 

students pour out of him immediately showed 

the depth of his compassion and love for 

others; I was immediately drawn to him. “I think 

this is the person I’m supposed to spend the 

rest of my life with” I remember thinking to 

myself, a thought I’ve not wavered from to this 

day. I continue to see that same compassion 

exhibited by him every day whether its 

spending hours mulling over language to use 

in a recommendation letter for one of his 

students or staying hours after the school 

day to help a struggling student prepare for a 

difficult test.

by greg

dusty

meet

as written

I know Dusty was always close to his grandparents; I 

met them very early in our relationship. When he was 

younger, they were a major part of his life, attending 

every one of his high school 

cross country meets, and even 

travelling out of state to see all 

his college meets. I know how 

important they made him feel, 

and I know he tries to bring 

that same spirit into parenting.

 I love to watch 

him with our nieces 

and nephews, and 

see how hard he 

works to bring them 

joy. He brings that 

same commitment to 

everything he does

1  LEARNING more 

about the world we 

live in

1  FINDING new 

games to play  

with friends

Greg is truly a beacon of unconditional 

love and compassion and that is what I 

absolutely love the most about him.

1  COOKING: I love 

making food for 

family and friends

1 FITNESS: I enjoy yoga, 

weightlifting, gymnastics, 

and martial arts 

1  READING: Especially 

medieval and 

historical works

1  OUTDOORS: Hiking, 

kayaking, rock-climbing, 

and exploring

that

things

make

greg happy

SPENDING 
TIME 

WITH OUR 
NEPHEW

DUSTY 
ENJOYS 

RUNNING

WE 
LOVE 

HIKING

CUDDLES 
WITH OUR 
NEPHEW

ENJOYING 
THE WEATHER 
WITH POUNCE

ROCK CLIMBING! DRESSED UP!



families

introducing our

pounce!

meet
our dog

We own 

a house 

in a mid-sized city in Illinois. We live right 

on the edge of a large park, with lots of 

hiking trails, some rivers for kayaking, and 

lots of wildlife. We spend as much time as 

we can outside, and are excited to spend 

the warmer months out back by the pool, 

letting the dog roam the fenced yard that 

looks out over the forest.

D usty’s family is smaller, but no less tightly 

knit. They work together, sharing their time 

in the family business. Holidays generally bring 

the entire extended family together for many 

traditions. Christmas each year has a theme, and 

everyone dresses to fit the theme and activities 

are planned accordingly. Everyone goes to see 

a movie at the theater they have been going 

to for decades. They spend a lot of time at the 

lake at his brother’s house, and often gather 

to watch the games for the basketball team he 

coaches. They love to travel, and have had many 

adventures over the years, including kayaking 

out to camp in remote locations, climbing 

mountains, and scuba diving together.

We share a number of 

other interests as well 

and chief among them 

is spoiling the third 

member of our house – 

our dog, Pounce! One 

of our regular weekend activities 

will involve some longer hikes in 

local parks where the three of us 

explore some new trails or hike 

some of our favorites.

We like our secluded feeling home, but 

we’re still very close to the city, where we 

enjoy trying new restaurants and catching 

shows at the local civic center. We’re not far 

from our families, and often spend weekends 

taking out the jet skis with Dusty’s brother or 

going on fishing trips with Greg’s family. 

We also love to host, and bought a house 

that lets us enjoy lots of company. We 

have areas set up for the “nerdy” board 

gaming we enjoy with all our friends and 

family in the area. Having a picturesque view 

overlooking the valley of the park just makes 

those pursuits that much more enjoyable.

our home

G reg comes from a large family, with 2 older 

brothers, 2 younger sisters, and 2 younger 

brothers. Though the oldest has moved to New 

Zealand, the rest still live close enough to home to 

meet at his parents’ house every month. They also 

have monthly meetups with their many cousins, 

all go on at least one vacation a year together, 

and find lots of other opportunities to spend time 

together. They just enjoy each other’s company, and 

always say that no matter what is going on, chances 

are they’re having more fun than anyone else. The 

family’s favorite holiday is Thanksgiving. Most 

holidays are celebrated with the immediate family, 

but Thanksgiving brings the whole extended family 

together, often with 30 or 40 people, including 

neighbors who don’t have people to celebrate with.

THE PLACE WE 
CALL HOME

WE LOVE 
SPENDING TIME 

IN OUR POOL

RELAXING AT HOME 
WITH POUNCE AND A 

FRIEND’S DOG

COOKING IS A FAMILY AFFAIR! DUSTY’S FAMILY READING TO OUR NEPHEW

BOATING WITH GREG’S FAMILY

DINNER WITH GREG’S FAMILY



W e’d like to thank you for taking the time to 

get to know us a little better. We feel like so 

much of our lives has been preparing us for the chance 

to raise a child. From helping our younger siblings 

growing up, to finding solutions for struggling students 

in the classroom, to spoiling our nieces, our nephews, 

and our dog, we can’t wait for the chance to have a 

child of our own. We hope you will join us on this next 

step of our journey. Thank you for considering us; 

know that we will give everything we have to provide 

for your child if given the chance.

you

thank

one last


